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AAUW advances equity 

for women and girls 

through advocacy, 

education and research. 

The AAUW Legal 

Advocacy Fund 
provides funding and a 

support system for women 

seeking judicial redress 

for sex discrimination, 

The AAUW 

Educational 

Opportunities Fund 
provides funds to advance 

education, research and 

self-development for 

women and to foster 

equity and positive 

societal change. 

AAUW will be a 

powerful advocate and 

visible leader in equity 

and education through 

research, philanthropy, 

and measurable change in 

critical areas impacting 

the lives of women and 

girls. 
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                     Dates to Remember 

 
September 12th- Book group 

September 26th - First Meeting of 2016/2017 year 

October 15th– District III Meeting 

October 8-10, 15-17, & 22-25 - Friends of the Library Book Sale  

April 1, 2017 - Tech Savvy  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
I hope that you all had a great summer. September looks to 

be busy for us.  The book club meets on September 12 and 

on September 26th we are planning our first meeting as a 

dish-to-pass at Jeanette Knapp’s home.  Our guest will be 

Leslie Danks-Burke, who will be speaking about women in 

politics.  A timely discussion for sure.  On October15th  we 

are all invited to the District III meeting in Oswego, NY.  

The Ithaca branch is also teaming up with the Cortland 

branch to present Tech Savvy.  There will be opportunity 

to volunteer our talents for all of this and more. 
 

Since I am the new president of the branch, I was asked to 

tell something about myself.  I will try not to bore you with too much information.  

I was born and raised in the Chicago area.  My husband, Tom and I moved here in 

1975 with our 2 year old son. Tom had taken a job with NCR. We planned to stay 

3 or 4 years and move on.  Well we are still here and have a son and daughter and 

3 grandchildren.   I was a stay at home mom and volunteered for various things at 

school and church.  In 1986 I decided to return to school and finish my 4 year 

degree.  I found Marymount College in Tarrytown, NY offered a weekend college.  

With Tom’s support, I spent weekends at school and I was able to finish in 5 

semesters.  In May of 1988 I graduated with a B.S. in Business Administration. I 

joined AAUW as a member-at-large and one day I received a call from Jeanette 

Knapp asking if I would like to join the branch.  The rest is history.  I have held 

the position of Membership V.P, newsletter editor and about 12 years ago I was 

President for 2 years. 
 

I hope to see you all at the various programs that the branch will put on this 

coming year.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Pat Sims 

President 



Directions to Jeanette's house: 

Address: 1143 Ellis Hollow Rd. 

Source: http:www.leslieforsenate.com/ 

Leslie Danks Burk to Speak at First 2016/2017 Meeting  

2016 ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER AT PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Celebrating the conclusion of 

another successful year the Ithaca 

branch of AAUW held their annual 

meeting at Planned Parenthood on 

May 19th.  Members were given a 

tour of the facility and learned more 

about AAUW-Ithaca’s role in 

establishing our local Planned 

Parenthood.    

Leslie Danks Burke, fellow AAUW member and candidate for the NYS Senate in 

District 58, will join us at our first 2016/2017 meeting on Monday, September 26, 

2016.  Leslie will give an informal talk about why she is running for office and what 

she thinks are the most important women's issues facing the legislature.  For more 

information about Leslie and her campaign, go to http://www.leslieforsenate.com/. 

A dish-to-pass will start at 5:30 PM at Jeanette Knapp’s house.  Directions are 

below.  Our branch has invited the League of Women Voters of Tompkins County 

and AAUW-Elmira/Corning to join us that evening.  Both these groups include 

District 58 voters.   

                    Please invite all your friends, neighbors and relatives to join us, too. 

                    If you plan to attend, please let Sarah,  SLJithaca@aol.com, or   

                                                                  Jeanette,  dk454@gmail.com, know what you will bring to share. 

Looking forward to a great start to a great year, 

Sarah  

From downtown, take 79 east (State Street) uphill to the stop & go light at the intersection with Mitchell Street 

(Route 366). Turn left on Mitchell Street. Continue straight uphill on Mitchell Street when 366 turns off to the 

left. Mitchell becomes the Ellis Hollow Road at the stop & go light at the intersection with Pine Tree Road at the 

P&C Plaza. Continue straight uphill for 1 and 1/4 miles, past Game Farm Road. 1143 is on the right. The white 

mailbox is right beside the driveway. If you arrive early, park in front of the garage or pull all the way through 

the u-shaped driveway so you are headed out. There is room for a double line of cars. If the driveway is full or 

you want to leave early, park on Dodge Road, just past the house, on the left.   Jeanette's telephone: 607.272.3367 



AAUW BOOK GROUP  
Monday, September 12 
 

American Girls: Social Media & the Secret 

Lives of Teenagers 
Join us Monday evening, September 12, to discuss this 

important new book by Nancy Jo Sales. The effects of so-

cial media on an entire generation of young women is the 

subject of this unsettling look at what girls you know may 

be doing. If you own a cell phone or ever visit Facebook, 

you probably have insights to share. Sarah Johnson will be 

leading our discussion. 

Guests are always welcome.  
 

TIME: 7:00 p.m. for conversation and refreshments. The 

discussion begins at 7:30. 

PLACE: The home of Sharon Turecek, 91 Genung Road. 

BOOKS for 2016-17: Here is the list for the year 

so you can look for them at the Friends of the Library 

Book Sale, which begins Saturday, October 8: 

 

Oct 17 All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr. 

fiction. 

Nov 19 Allegheny Dream by Lisa Harris. Fiction. 

Dec 12  In the Bleak Midwinter by Julia Spencer-

Fleming. Fiction, mystery 

Jan 7 The Mother of Invention by Nina Miller. (local 

author). Fiction 

Feb 13 We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves by 

Karen Joy Fowler. Fiction  

Mar 13 Someone Knows My Name by Lawrence Hill. 

Fiction 

April 10 A Call to Action: Women, Religion, Violence 

& Power by Jimmy Carter. Non-fiction       

 

May 8 The Funeral Party by Ludmila Ulitskaya. Fiction 

 

June 12 Consider the Fork: A History of How We Cook 

& Eat by Bee Wilson. Non Fiction 

 

The Ithaca Branch will again work at the book sale 

this year. The 2016 Fall Sale is October 8-10, 15-17, 

& 22-25. Senior Day and Student Night are on 

Wednesday, October 19. I will schedule us for that 

last weekend. Let me know if you can help. 

AAUW Foodies  
If you are interested in 

information about the 

Foodies group or would 

like to join please 

contact Betta Hedlund 

bhedlund@mindspring.com 

 

 
 

 
DATE SET FOR 2017 TECH 

SAVVY 
 

By all measures, last year’s Tech Savvy was 

a great success.  Of the 81 girls who 

completed a post-event survey, 80% gave it 

the highest rating of Great, 16% rated it 

Good and 4% rated it Fair.  There were no 

Poor ratings. 

 

A planning group has formed to work on 

next year’s program, which will be held 

April 1, 2017.  Last year’s terrific host site, 

Tompkins Cortland Community College will 

again welcome 6th to 9th grade girls and their 

caregivers at to all-day, hands-on exploration 

of STEM activities and careers. 

 

We are looking for volunteers to help 

with curriculum, fundraising, 

marketing and outreach, and, 

recruiting volunteers.  Please contact 

Sarah at SLJithaca@aol.com if you’d like to 

learn more or become involved.                              



 

AAUW-Ithaca Turns 100  

May of 2018! 
 

The following announcement of the 

branch’s very first meeting appeared on 

May 15, 1918, in the Ithaca Journal’s So-

cial Calendar: 

 

A meeting for the formation of an 

Ithaca branch of the Association of 

Collegiate Alumnae will be held at 

3:30 o’clock tomorrow afternoon in 

Room 108 of the High School. All 

college women interested are urged 

to be present. 

 

If you are interested in helping to plan a 

grand celebration of this historic anni-

versary, please contact Sarah Johnson at 

sljithaca@aol.com. 

WE HAVE A NEW WEB 

SITE!  
 Thanks to our tech savvy 

member and webmaster, 

Alene Wyatt, our new 

website is up and running. 

 

Go to: ithaca-ny.aauw.net  
and check it out! 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS  
 

We have had a very successful membership 

campaign this year, and I want to thank all of you 

who have rejoined. The total group count is 39.  

You are indispensible to us! We could not continue 

without your membership dues. 

 

I am hopeful that we will have some more people 

who will be joining this fall. 

 

Some nice news to share with you: A new member 

has joined us this summer. She is Sarah Jane 

Blake. Sarah lives in Brooktondale. She holds 

degrees from the University of Maine (1974-78) 

and from Franklin Pierce Law Center (1979-1982).  

 

Sarah is interested in books, education, equal pay, 

public policy, and health care for the elderly and 

disabled. Sarah’s phone is 607-277-1312, and her e

-mail address is: sjblake@twcny.rr.com. Welcome, 

Sarah! 

 

Also, I am so happy to tell you that Carolyn 

McPherson has been awarded a certificate for 

Honorary Life Membership. That means that 

Carolyn has been a member of AAUW for 50 

years! She has been a devoted, active member of 

our branch and her contributions have been 

invaluable.  Please congratulate her when you see 

her next. 

 

Please call me at 277-0859 if you have questions. 

Hope to see you all soon! 

Sharon Turecek. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


